LIGHTER NOTE: 😊
This is the busy time of year, Thanksgiving, Christmas and hunting season.

Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver, and thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some venison; Genesis 27:3 KJV

Everything that we do in our lives is governed by God.  Next time someone gives you a hassle about hunting too much, just quote the scripture above. 
~donated by Bob Frisk

A New Year resolve ----- 
I will make it a year of faith and prayer,

A year of high endeavor.

I will crowd it with deeds both brave and fair,

I will act the hero ever.

I will travel God’s path at God’s own rate.

I will welcome both gain and loss.

Nor will I rebel when heaven’s gate

Looks tragically like a cross
Anonymous 
Dates of Interest for January 2023

Jan. 1st


Communion
Jan. 3rd
6:15pm
Connections Team



7:30 pm
Worship Committee

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th 
9am
Bible Study

Jan. 8th
 8 am

Trustees Mtg.

10am

Congregational Meeting


12pm

Youth Soup Luncheon

Jan. 10th & 24th          6 pm
Lions Club

         

6:15 pm
Christian Ed Mtg.



7:30 pm
Mission & Evangelism
Jan. 12th
10 am

Deacons Mtg. 

Jan. 17th
6:30 pm
Mission Shaped Church

Jan. 19th
6:30 pm
Session Mtg.
Jan. 22nd
10am

Sunday School Breakfast

Jan. 30-Feb. 1st

ECO Nat’l Gathering
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December Sunday School Recorder
   
           Pickle Harris
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  2nd 
Jim & Kathy Schepp

  9th 
Pat & Prugh Barger


16th  
George & Betsy Horchler


23rd 
Frank Baker

30th 
Frank Baker

PRAYER FAMILIES FOR DECEMBER

Nov 28-Dec 4:

Dave & Elizabeth Love, 2107 Leesburg-Grove City Rd., Mercer 

Matt & Amanda Lucco, Taylor & Andrew, 105 Vista Drive         

Slippery Rock, PA 16057

6th-12th  
Bertie Hensel, 11 Millburn Rd., Mercer

Bill & Donna Hensel, 2654 Leesburg Grove City Rd., Volant

13th-19th   
Jodi Hensel, 2654 Leesburg Grove City Rd., Volant
Beth Hillmar, 989 E. Cornell Rd., Mercer

20th-26th    
Brian & Ashley Fulkman, 340 Black Rd., Volant
George & Betsy Horchler, 2903 Leesburg Volant Rd., Volant
27th-January 2nd   
Pastor Jeff, Kim & Family, 175 Millburn Rd., Mercer

Kevin & Tracy Jaszemski & Madi, 1996 Perry Hwy., Volant
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We will continue to collect buttons for a project with Samaritan Shoeboxes.  Please continue to bring them in and place them in the basket in the window seal in the welcome area.
Bakers needed for Grove City Meals on Wheels program.  The list of people who are willing to provide baked good items for 2023 will be revised soon.  If you are currently on the baking list, Kathy will be in touch with you to see if you wish to continue providing items.  If you have not been able to help provide items in the past and wish to now, please get in touch with Kathy to let her know of your availability.  Items provided must be to the church by 10 am on Fridays, they should be items that can be frozen (as what we provide on a Friday will be used the following week) and in non-returnable containers. Suggested items are cookies, cupcakes, muffins, nut breads, etc.  You will be contacted about 4 times a year to provide something.  Kathy Schepp's contact info: 724-748-4800 or mschepp@zoominternet.net.

Here is a list of volunteers for December…..
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Date
Time 
Greeter

Ushers
          Nursery

Advent

11/27
9am


Barcheck

         Brad & Phyllis


11am
Kevin

Lewis

Madi
         James & Niki

12/4
9am


Jim & Kathy

        Missy & Martha         

11am
Kevin

Julie & Patty
Connie
         Sandy Y
12/11
9am


Jim & Kathy

         Jeff & Janice

11am
Jodi

Julie & Patty
Connie
         Bob & Lynn 
12/18
9am


Jim & Kathy

         **


11am
Kevin

Julie & Patty
Connie
         Jon & Karen
12/24
5pm


NA

open for use        Steve & Holly


7pm


NA

open for use           Pat & Prugh

12/25
11am
Julie

Jim & Kathy
Connie
     

We are asking for help with an attendant for the nursery for the 11am services each Sunday.  Please see Connie Lowry or sign up on the list on the table at the top of the stairs.
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Our condolences are extended to the families of:

Patty Patterson, she passed on November 17th. 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!!  

The congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, January 8th for the purpose of:

· [image: image15.png]


Approving the 2023 Budget

· Election of 2023 Officers 
· Nominating committee nominees (5 at large from the congregation)
· 1 new auditor
This meeting will take place at 10am in the sanctuary.  Please plan to attend.  
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Please join us at 5pm or 7 pm for Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

Christmas Sunday service will be at 11am only.  There will not be Sunday School classes. 

Please remember our college students in your prayers
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College Students


 

Madi Jaszemski


Gabby Collins

Abby Weller


David Ellis

Nathan Collins
                   
Verna Curfman

Sophia Martin


Hannah Weller

Remember our shut-ins & Military:  As the fall weather brings dark and dreary days, take a moment from your busy day and drop a note or just a “thinking of you” card throughout the winter months and also a Christmas card to our shut-ins listed below

Brenda Barkley


James “Sonny” Mathieson
Quality Life Services

260 S. Buhl Farm Rd. # 307
400 Hillcrest Cir. #241B

Hermitage, PA 16148
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Grove City, PA 16127



Marian Dambach

Leroy & Donna Grimm


297 Chapel Drive


973 Leesburg Station Rd.

Ellwood City, PA 16117

Volant, PA 16156

Marjorie Miklos


Marian Moors

507 W. Cornell Rd.

745 Greenville Rd. Room 215
Mercer, PA 16137

Mercer, PA 16137



Barb Cummings


Bob Thompson
47 Collins Dr. #13


197 Orr Rd.
Greenville, PA 16125

Mercer, PA 16137
Bill & Mary Turner

Harold & Margarter Ifft



1585 Perry Hwy.


 1608 JR Road
Mercer, PA 16137

Grove City, PA 16127
Gerry Orr


Bob & Becky Brandl


301 S. Broad St. #314

24 Dydeks Lane
Grove City, PA 16127

Mercer, PA 16137
Edna Mack


Harold & Margaret Ifft
1770 Pine Hollow Blvd #3

1608 JR Drive
Hermitage, PA 16148

Grove City, PA 16127
Joanne Orr


Judy Applegate

354 Cannery Road

272 Gill Rd.

New Wilmington, PA 16142
Grove City, PA 16127

Janet Smoker


Joyce Brest

Quality Life Services

101 Smith Rd.

8221 Lamor Rd.


Volant, PA 16156

Mercer, PA 16137

Caleb Shawgo & Joel Shawgo
Jamie & Ben Filer

**no mailing address available
serving oversees in Germany at this time
Please pray for them as they serve


Joshua, Jaszemski
Ben & Alia Hensel 

PSC 2 Box 1202
2974 Korink Ave.                              

APO AP 96264
San Diego, CA 92111
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   1
Ned Curfman



23
David Woods

Prugh Barger




Dani Beth Couch
  4
Wilma Frisk



24
Margaret Ifft

Elizabeth Love


25
Jesus

Jen Corll




Judy Welton

  6
Jack Riley



26
Dick Welton
  9
Henry Jaszemski


27
Woody Horchler
12
Tammy Rynd




13
Jennica (Webb) Cogswell





14
Travis Weller




16
Mimi Weller




18
Bob Frisk
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  8th

Bob & Lynn Doerr

1995 

12th

George & Betsy Horchler
1970 
28th

Harold & Margaret Ifft

1956 

Success in Marriage is more than “Finding” the right person

It’s a matter of “Being” the right person!
[image: image21.jpg]


HEART TO HEART (SECRET SISTERS) will host a reveal & reorganization luncheon December 11th.  Forms can be picked up at the church on the counter-top in the welcome area.   We ask that all forms are returned to the church office by December 11th.  You can be part of the group and not have a “Secret Sister”, however, if you have a secret sister, please be responsible in remembering her each month with a card and or small gift and especially remember her with a gift on special occasions:  Birthday, Anniversary, Christmas, etc.  

New Officers will be installed, ordained, and recognized on 
January 15th  after the congregational meeting on January 8th for approval.    
New officer candidates are:
Elders

  
Deacons

  Trustees

Kevin Jaszemski
Cindy Barcheck
Jen Corll
Mark Lowry

Lynn Doerr

Rick Martin
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Billie Jo Saccol
Tracy Jaszemski





Kathy Riley-1 year

Thank you to outgoing officers for a job well done.

Elders:  
Judy Brown, Julie Mayberry, Brad Smith
Deacons:  
Pat Barger, Wilma Frisk, Donna Hensel


Trustees:
Tom Booth, Larry Mathieson
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THANK YOU to everyone who helped us fill 409  

Samaritan Shoeboxes.   They were delivered to our drop off location @ New Life Church in New Wilmington on Saturday, November 19th, with 6 kids (Brady, Sadi, Zoey, Lucas, Lake, & Myla) & 5 (Katie, Billie Jo, Jodi, Tracy, & Nicole) adults helping with the delivery
YOU have brought smiles to the faces of many children this Christmas.
**We will continue to collect notebooks, crayons, toothbrushes, small stuffed animals, small toys, coloring books, combs, bar soap, washcloths, etc, Items can be placed in the marked bin under the table at the top of the stairs in the welcome area.  We will collect throughout the year and store until packing next fall. 
[image: image24.jpg]N = Plastor’s
‘ (Corner




Message from Gail Voltz

If anyone needs Daffin’s candy bars for Christmas, Gail Voltz have them available.  You can reach out to Gail at 724-748-4802 or the church office. We have raised $15,000 for Three Strands and are going strong  
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Leesburg's Prayer Chain - In mid-January 2023, our Prayer Chain will be updated.  If you would like to be added to this ministry of prayer, now is a good time to have your name added, so transition in January will go smoothly.  Prayer requests are shared with you by email, phone call or text messages.  Karen Stewart is currently sending email requeasts.  (Also, if you no longer wish to receive prayer requests, let her know.)  Ways to contact Karen:  
email:  jkstewart041@gmail.com 
landline:  724-458-6409 
Please note:  If you are requesting prayer on someone's behalf, you should have permission from them to share their needs.  Please keep in mind the privacy of the individual when sharing needs.
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We are looking for ushers to help with the offering for the January services.  We need 2 for 9am and 2 for 11am.  If you are interested, please reach out to Tracy by Wednesday morning this week. 
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There are no words to express our gratitude to each one who attended our anniversary & birthday celebration.  Friends & Family make life complete and our 65 years with our Leesburg “family” have been a true blessing

~Bill & Donna Hensel
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“Shaking the Box”

Christmas of 1979

  Growing up in very modest circumstances in North Central West Virginia we had a family holiday tradition to go to Hills Department Store in a nearby town to do our family Christmas shopping.  Dad and Mom would give each of us $5 to shop for one of our siblings.  Since I have four sisters and no brothers, our family Christmas shopping could be accomplished for $25.  I can still remember the aroma of freshly popped, buttery, popcorn as we walked into the entry of Hills.  We would always share a couple bags of popcorn as a family as we split up to do our shopping and then try to smuggle our presents to the back of our 1960’s Ford Country Squire station wagon that I think a family in our church had given us.  The whole way home from Hills I would wonder what one of my sisters had gotten for me.

Mom and dad would also do a little Christmas shopping on their own to make sure each of us got a special present. And a few days before Christmas all the presents would be wrapped under the tree in our living room.  It was usually cold in the living room because the family room in the back of the house was where the wood stove was and the living room door on the front of the house was kept shut to keep the house warm and also to keep the gas furnace from kicking on as we were a very budget-minded family.  

Since it was so cold in the living room with the tree and the presents a 6 year old kid could wrap up in a blanket and enjoy solitude in a dark room lit only by the colorful lights of the Christmas tree.  It also afforded me the opportunity to peruse the wrapped boxes and get a tally on how many presents were mine, and see if I could guess the contents by size shape and weight of the package.  But the shaking method was the best.  I became such a good present shaker that I think I could tell the difference between a flannel shirt and a sweater without ever opening the box.  Legos and Lincoln Logs and Tinker Toys were a dead give away.  But after discovering the contents I always resolved to act very surprised on Christmas morning when they were finally opened. 

As Christians we are kind of like those wrapped packages.  Our family, friends, and co-workers look on with curiosity wondering what’s inside.  We have the gift of the Holy Spirit inside us and it is when we are shaken that the world around us begins to get a clue of what’s inside.  So if you are going through a season of shaking be encouraged that it is an opportunity to share with those around you what is truly inside.  

Merry Christmas to my Leesburg family,

-Pastor Jeff

The Mission Shaped Church committee hosted it’s annual Veteran Honor Luncheon on Sunday, October 22nd.  There were approximately 56 Veterans and their guests in attendance.  It was a day of honoring and being thankful for those who have served or are serving our country.    The guest speaker was Matthew Shipley, retired Naval Commander.  
A wonderful time was had by all in attendance.  
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Thank you to everyone who helped with the MSC Veteran wreath project.  Take a look at the cemeteries across the street and behind the church and look at the wreaths in place.  A listing of the Veterans and their sponsors is in this newsletter. 

Veteran Wreath Memorials

	TIME
	VETERAN
	SPONSOR

	Civil War
	William Armstrong
	Bob & Lynn Doerr

	
	John Barnes
	Bill Boyce

	
	George Clark
	Jim & Kathy Schepp

	
	John Clinefelter
	Emily Smith

	
	R. Clinefelter
	Neil Smith

	
	William Clinefelter
	Abby Smith

	
	Calvin Grandy
	Bob & Becky Brandl

	
	Robert Hill
	Bruce & Ruth Curfman

	
	John Hunter
	Tom & Stacey Booth

	
	Nathaniel McConnell
	Bill & Cindy Barcheck

	
	Alfred McMillan
	Mark & Connie Lowry

	
	John Orr
	Jodi Hensel

	
	Daniel Palmer
	John Kennedy

	
	John Shaw
	Chad & Amy Smith

	
	Josiah Simpson
	Jeff & Janice Patterson

	
	John Steiner
	Jim Cardillo

	
	
	

	WW I
	William Haggerty
	Tom & Dotty Lewis

	
	John Hedglin
	Joanne, Dennis, & Jacob Weaver

	
	Fred Hedrick
	Bob Rogers

	
	John Thorn
	Mark & Connie Lowry

	
	John Wardle
	Mark & Connie Lowry

	
	
	

	WW II
	William Armstrong
	Tom & Dotty Lewis

	
	William Ball
	Rick & Tammi Martin

	
	Jack Brophy
	Bob Rogers

	
	David Butch
	Merle & Barb Verner

	
	John Christy
	Annonymous

	
	Ralph Coates
	Mercer VFW

	
	Raymond Colbert
	Karen, Lynn, & Ray & families

	
	Dean Dambach
	Bill & Cindy Barcheck

	
	James Ellis
	Larry & Sue Mathieson

	
	Thomas Garrison
	Patty Wilson

	
	Paul Halansky
	Bertie Hensel

	
	Henry Heichel
	Cottage Garden Design

	
	James Horkey
	Dennis Horkey

	
	Homer Husler
	Kevin & Tracy Jaszemski

	
	Thomas Jones
	Kevin & Tracy Jaszemski

	
	Ernest Kyle
	Kevin & Tracy Jaszemski

	
	Wendell Lizzie
	Dennis Horkey

	
	William McFarland
	Ed & Sue Schepp

	
	Donald Phillips
	Brad & Phyllis Smith


	WW II cont’d
	Joseph Porkolab
	Bob, Becky, Dave, MaryLou & Cindy

	
	Samuel Robinson
	Greg & Liz Kingsley

	
	George Roth
	Pat & Prugh Barger

	
	William Roudebush
	Cottage Garden Designs

	
	Walter Ryder
	Bob & Becky Brandl

	
	Walter Scott
	Jeff & Janice Patterson

	
	Clair Thompson
	Jeff & Janice Patterson

	
	James Thorn
	Bill & Maryann Collins

	
	Robert Welton
	Rick & Judy Welton

	
	
	

	KOREAN WAR
	Wendell Foust
	Mercer VFW

	
	Paul Gilmore
	Dick & Judy Welton

	
	Peter Palombia
	Mercer VFW

	
	Edward Royle
	Harold & Margaret Ifft

	
	John Royle
	Mercer VFW

	
	James Woods
	Ken Woods & George & Betsy Horchler

	
	
	

	VIETNAM WAR
	Joseph Baker
	Teresa Burk

	
	David Barkland
	Missy Davies

	
	Leroy Bowser
	Corey & Jacque Cross

	
	Pete Ellis
	Kevin & Tracy Jaszemski

	
	John Fillingame
	Mercer VFW

	
	Donald Graham
	Cindy Graham & Stephen Simpson Hunt

	
	Jack Hedglin
	Joanne, Dennis, & Jacob Weaver

	
	Donald Kinble
	 Norbert Schmit

	
	John Novak
	Mercer VFW

	
	Donald Snider
	Corey & Jacque Cross

	
	
	

	PEACE TIME
	Robert Acheson
	Bob & Lynn Doerr

	
	Clair Baker
	Dave & Pat Woods

	
	Robert Cummings
	Patty Patterson

	
	Samuel Hawthorne
	Tom & Doris Steffan

	
	Lawrence Risch
	Jodi Smith

	
	Susan Schooley
	Terry McIlwain

	
	Thomas Stone
	Bertie Hensel

	
	Donald Watson
	Jacque Slagle

	
	
	

	UNKNOWN
	Alexander Bingham
	Mercer VFW

	
	Casius Bingham
	Mercer VFW

	
	Harem Orr
	Mercer VFW

	
	George Palmer
	Mercer VFW
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